
Dermatology Review/Przegląd Dermatologiczny 2018/5644

Today’s session and the meeting after a long time 
with the former Otto Braun-Falco scholarship holders 
is for me a moving moment, and I thank Professor 
Nowicki – I thank you, Roman – on behalf of our 
“Förderkreis”, my colleagues and myself for the in-
vitation, but above all for the idea and organization 
of this session, dedicated to the memory of one of the 
most important dermatologists of our time, Professor 
Otto Braun Falco (fig. 1). 

Professor Christophers, who was particularly close 
to him, has already appreciated his life, his work and 
his great merits. I want to express today that Profes-
sor Otto Braun-Falco supported our group very much 
and that we are really grateful to him.

I miss him today, because I’m sure he would have 
loved to attend today’s meeting with his scholarship 
students. He always took part in the events with his 
scholarship students, if he could. He accompanied 
them with his sympathy and he made all these events 
into special events with his personal charisma, his en-
thusiasm, his profound knowledge, his brilliant ac-
curacy, his independence, his quick wit and humor. 

With him we have lost a significant part of our 
support, and it’s painful that we today and in the fu-
ture have to get along without him. 

Our circle of German-Polish Dermatologists is 
now almost 30 years old, old enough to look back 
from a distance.

From the beginning until today three people have 
been of particular importance to our project: Profes-

sor Enno Christophers, Professor Stefania Jablonska 
and Professor Otto Braun-Falco. 

In a difficult moment when in 1989 we were unde-
cided about whether we should really found this Ger-
man-Polish circle of Dermatologists or not, Professor 
Christophers – at that time President of the German 
Dermatological Society – wrote us a letter and promi-
sed us his full support. I quote: 

“I would like to support your intentions and can 
assure you I shall, as far as I can, give them all my 
help” (fig. 2). 

This letter provided crucial support, and so Professor 
Christophers became the mentor and the coach of our 
project and the Association of German and Polish Der-
matologists was founded on 24.11.1989 – 2 weeks after 
the fall of the Berlin Wall (figs. 3–5). He was the link 
to the German Dermatological Society, received and re-
viewed the applications of all scholarships and suppor-
ted us with considerable funds over a period of nearly  
30 years. For this we owe him our very special thanks.

The second person to support our project was Pro-
fessor Stefania Jablonska, at that time President of 
the Polish Dermatological Society. From her we had 
unwavering backing. She always helped us with the 
organization in Poland. She arranged and provided 
us fellows, participated in many meetings on the oc-
casion of the granting of the scholarship in Germany 
and her empathy with us for many years was almost 
unbelievable. She was a really gracious lady and she 
often had her heart on her tongue. In 1990 she wrote 
me a dedication in a book: Polonia semper fidelis – 
The Poles are always faithful (fig. 6).

In the first years, we mainly carried out drug deli-
veries, aid transports of surgical equipment and UV 
radiation cabins, etc., to several Polish dermatology 
clinics amounting to about DM 3 million. The help-
fulness of German industry – in the general spirit of 
optimism, surrounding the fall of the Berlin wall – 
was so great that we got incredible amounts of me-
dical drugs. For example, the company Grünenthal 
donated corticosteroids worth a total of 220,000 DM, 
Böhringer Ingelheim 210,000 DM, Squibb Heyden 
80,000 DM and so on (figs. 7–12). 

At that time Poland was in a difficult situation. 
There was a lot of inflation, as shown by the year- 
to-year increase in taxi prices or the stamp cost of cor-
respondence (fig. 13). 
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Figure 1. 
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Figure 2. 

Figure 3. 
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The inner cities suffered from heavy smog in win-
ter. The food supply was difficult, and when I visited 
Gdansk for the first time in 1989, the dialysis ward 
had just been shut down, because the nurses in the 
hotels alone earned more money from their tips than 
at the clinics (fig. 14). 

After the situation of drug supply in Poland im-
proved, we had the idea to install a postdoctoral fel-

lowship. But the question was, by what name should 
we name it. First of all, we approached the Institute 
of Medical History of the Albert Ludwig Universi-
ty in Freiburg and asked to give us the name of an 
internationally known Polish dermatologist from the 
time of the Polish Second Republic of 1918–1939. The 
Institute’s recommendation was Professor Franciszek 
Krzyształowicz, from 1919 to 1931 director of the der-
matological clinic in Warsaw (fig. 15). 

But this name was unsuitable for German scholar-
ship for several reasons, especially because the name 
is difficult to pronounce for German tongues.

So the idea came up to ask Professor Braun-Fal-
co to make his name available for this scholarship. 
During its decades of activity, Otto Braun-Falco has 
welcomed guest doctors from many nations to its 
clinic. Compared to this, our project was only very 
modest. But we knew that the exchange with Poland 
was especially close to his heart. Unpretentiously, he 
immediately announced his name for the planned 
scholarship. I quote: “It is a special honor and pleasu-
re for me that you intend to name the scholarship the 
‘Braun-Falco Scholarship’. I am all the more pleased 

Figure 4. 

Figure 5. Villingen
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Figure 6. 

Figure 7. Donation notifications
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Figure 9. One of the customs declarations

Figure 8. The loading of the trucks in Villingen

Figure 10. Arrival in Gdansk

because, as you know, for decades I associate best re-
lations with Polish dermatologists and above all with 
Ms. Professor Dr. Stefania Jablonska” (fig. 16). With 
this name our project could only be a success. 

On July 15, 1993, the first Otto-Braun-Falco scho-
larship in Düsseldorf was awarded to Roman Nowic-
ki (figs. 17–19). 

Professor Bialynicki-Birula will tell you the history 
of the scholarship in greater detail, especially about 
the fellows.
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Figure 11. Press reports from our delivery to Warsaw

Figure 12. In Krakau we blocked the entire library with our me-
dicines

In this context, I have to mention the role of my 
friend Dr. Peter Schlikker, at that time Deputy Mana-
ging Director of Casella-Riedel Pharma. He donated 
us the incredibly generous sum of 170,000 DM for the 
scholarship (fig. 20). 

We received 30,000 euros later through the agency 
of Professor Christophers from the German Dermato-
logical Society. Thus the financial basis for the scho-
larship was laid. 

Professor Stefania Jablonska had had in those days 
a car accident and could not come to the founding 
meeting. She sent a young co-worker as her represen-
tative – today her successor: Professor Lidia Rudnicka 
(fig. 21).

Our Scholarship has only succeeded as a joint ini-
tiative of several supporters. Our role was – as I have 
repeatedly pointed out – only that of a midwife in the 
Socratic sense. We had the idea, created the financial 
conditions and raised the child from the baptism. Wi-
thout the support of the promoters of the German-
Polish friendship in dermatology and the support 
of the hosting clinics, the project would never have 
succeeded.

I am delighted to meet again with the former scho-
larship holders whose professional success and scien-
tific careers we are proud of. 

What would the Otto-Braun-Falco Scholarship be 
without its fellows? Your enthusiasm, your ambition 
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Figure 13. Stamp cost for a letter to Germany from 1,500 zł up to 65,000 zł

Figure 14. Gdansk, December 1989

and diligence, your creativity have contributed to the 
success and reputation of this scholarship. 

What would the Otto-Braun-Falco Scholarship be 
without the support of the Polish clinics, which have 
released their assistants for a stay in Germany, and 

without the hosting German clinics, which have ta-
ken in and looked after our scholarship holders? 

Let me make a few remarks at the end.  
After World War II, the process of German-Polish 

rapprochement was initiated by Professor Alfred 
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Figure 15. Franciszek Krzyształowicz

Figure 16. 
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Figure 18. Dr. Ilge*, Professor Christophers, Dr. Peter Schlik-
ker*, Dr. Josef Wenning, Professor Dr. Otto Braun-Falco (*Casella  
Riedel Pharma GmbH)

Figure 17. Announcement of the Otto-Braun-Falco scholarship

Figure 19. A look into the auditorium – Professor Klaus Wolff, Vienna, Professor Otto Braun-Falco, Franziska Braun-Falco,  
Professor Szarmach and Professor Wasik, Gdansk
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Figure 20. Dr. Peter Schlikker

Figure 21. Professor Dr. Lidia Rudnicka Figure 22. 
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Marchionini, who himself had been persecuted du-
ring the Nazi regime. His motto, friendship through 
science, was taken over by Braun-Falco (fig. 22). 

We ourselves have hardly raised the point of view 
of German-Polish reconciliation, which we have al-
ways kept in the background. But of course we hope 
that the efforts of German dermatologists to support 
young Polish scientists will have a long-term effect. 

As a young student, I studied philosophy and cli-
nical psychology in addition to medicine. 

I like the interpretation of science from the point of 
view of radical constructivism after Paul Watzlawick 
and Karl Raimund Popper: 

“Science is not authoritarian, it is revolutionary.”
Any new scientific discovery leads to the reali-

zation that we know less than we thought, because 
all scientific knowledge raises many new questions. 
“The attempt to solve the problem of yesterday has 
ended in the statement of the problem of today” wro-
te the anatomy Professor Bradshaw in the preface to 
the book Anaphylaxis by Charles Richet (fig. 23). In so 
far as science does not explain the world, it enchants 
the world (fig. 24). 

Science is a process that overcomes prejudice and 
nationalism and opens the future. 

But science alone does not enable the practice of the 
medical profession. Even a scientific career involves 
the danger of “elbow mentality” and the development 
of a self-centered worldview. In this respect, humani-

Figure 23. Anaphylaxis by Charles Richet

Figure 24. Science enchants the world
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tarian aspects such as “friendship through science” are 
a valuable addition to the scientific education. 

All our scholarship holders were talented, highly 
educated, versatile, linguistically competent and suc-
cessful young men and women. They are our future.

Some of them were guests in our house and spent 
a weekend with my wife Barbara and me (fig. 25). We 
are happy to see you today again. 

Probably the scholarship program is one of the 
most meaningful things that our circle of friends has 
achieved. 

Josef Wenning
Villingen, Germany

Figure 25. 


